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cated volunteers who are led
by their hearts to work hand-in-
hand to reduce the unwanted
cats population without killing
and prevent the suffering of
thousands of kittens born to
abandoned, homeless cats.

In a very short time, Forgotten
Cats has become a self-
sufficient organization with our
own veterinary clinic where we
sterilize over 4500 cats per
year and two adoption centers
where we adopt out 70 cats
per month. We have 150 traps
and two vans that are working
at all times to achieve our
trap, neuter and release (TNR)
effort, which ultimately will
stop the endless cycle of re-
production. Unlike many or-

A young mom awaits her nightly meal.

help them with TNR and low-
cost veterinary care, and pro-
vide equipment and supplies
as needed.

We are currently performing
renovation on a veterinary
clinic in Willow Grove, Pennsyl-
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
FORGOTTEN CATS!
WHAT’S *
INSIDE... This February, Forgotten Cats ganizations, Forgotten Cats vania, where we will duplicate
turned 3 years old. The For- reaches out to other rescue our Delaware operations to
gotten Cats organization has groups in Pennsylvania, Mary- assist the many rescue groups
much to be grateful for. We land, Delaware and New Jer- in the Philadelphia region. We
ATribute to the Cat Lady have a wonderful base of dedi-  sey to share our knowledge, are reaching out to find new

funding partners in that area.
We also have a mobile sterili-
zation van that will support
other rescue groups in other
parts of Delaware.

Without you, none of this is
possible. You must be so
proud! Our cats are society’s
throwaways who have man-
aged to beat the odds because
you care enough to give your
time and love to make a differ-
ence. Thank you for making
that difference. If we can do
all this in three years, just
think what we will be doing in
30!

Sincerely,
Felicia Cross
President and Founder

SAVE THE DATE

Come check out a new bistro,
bar and lounge opening up in
downtown Wilmington.

Enjoy free Hors d’oeuvres and
reduced drink prices. Mingle
with fellow feline fans for a
good cause.

Please join us for
Happy Hour and
Silent Auction at:

The Exchange
on Market

5:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday, June 7

$15 donation suggested at the
door to benefit Forgotten Cats.

Address:
902 North Market Street
Wilmington, DE 19801

The Exchange is brought to
you by the people behind
Costa’s.

Sadie the wine connoisseur
(left) hopes to see you there!/
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A TRIBUTE TO THE CAT LADY

Janet was my neighbor,
babysitter, dear friend and
the first cat lady | ever
knew. Hansel and Gretel,
her comfortably large in-
door cats, saw me as a
grabby invader of their
couch space. Good-
hearted Janet began feed-
ing a pregnant, semi-feral
cat on her back porch who
probably wandered off a
nearby farm. One litter of
kittens was followed by a
second. She talked about
getting them sterilized, but
she didn’t have much
money and couldn’t man-
age to catch them all.

When cold weather bore
down, Janet used food to
coax them into a large stor-
age building that became
their new home. The popu-
lation grew into the teens
and twenties. A few years
later, Hansel, Gretel, and
Janet’s husband, Bill, had
all passed away; she was
left with a shed full of feral
cats and a house she

couldn’t handle on her own.

Two of the cats were tame
enough to bring into the
house, but no shelter would
take the rest. When Janet
moved to a smaller house
in town, she made a gut-
wrenching choice. The
“Critter Gitter” was called,
and more than two dozen
cats were extinguished like

pests. She had set out to
help one needy cat, but cre-
ated her own tragedy be-
cause she didn’t have ac-
cess to the information and
services needed to secure a
real solution.

| had no idea I'd follow in
Janet’s footsteps as a cat
lady. The first time we drove
into our suburban Newark
apartment complex, we saw
a cat squatting to use the

“She had set out to
help one nesdy ca, But
crealed her own tragedy
because ohe 3idn't have
access ko the information
and sewices needed to
secure a weal sofution.”

front lawn as a litter box. It
was a curious greeting. My
husband and | quickly dis-
covered that the woods
flanking the complex were
prime feral cat habitat; we
saw them scuttling across
the parking lot and under
cars at twilight. People were
putting out food and some-
one occasionally took in a
tame stray cat or kitten, but
there was no mechanism to

check the colony’s growth.

We came to Forgotten Cats
in June 2005 for help and
learned all about TNR from
Felicia and Trapper Jim. We
initially trapped for a week,
then followed up with more
rounds as we noticed new
cats moving into the area.
The colony has shrunk dra-
matically to everyone’s relief.
We’ve TNR’ed more than 20
cats and found homes for 17
cats and kittens, including
our own Forgotten Cat,
Sadie, a darling who walked
into our trap at midnight on
Thanksgiving, soaked and
yowling in a rainstorm.

Finally, | found the solution
that Janet didn’t have all
those years ago! If only
she’d had a local support
network willing to work with
her, the story might have
been very different. We can
do so much more by coming
together and working con-
structively. Our individual
efforts, however big our
hearts are, can’t attack the
root of the problem. In honor
of Janet and all the cat la-
dies (and cat gentlemen) out
there who see the suffering
and want desperately to
help, we will continue the
fight—please join us!

Megan Lehman
Editor

Astrid (above) is the fur-
baby of volunteer Kristen
Kelley, one of three win-
ners in our newsletter
naming contest.

Lisa Phelps and Hunter
Smith also submitted the
winning name.

Each winner received a
$15 gift card to PetSmart.

In loving memory of Titan
(above), who was the feline
companion of the Phelps
family of Bear.

Searching for a way to support us? Try Goodsearch!

Go to www.goodsearch.com, which is powered by Yahoo!
In the center of the screen is a box asking “Who do you
search for?” Type “Forgotten Cats” into the box. From
now on, it should always show our name there.

We get a penny for every search you do under our name.
If 1,000 of our supporters each do two Goodsearches a

day, we’ll earn $7300 a year! The more people who use
this site, the more money we’ll get to help the cats.

You can make Goodsearch the default search engine in your

Internet Explorer browser. Next to the search box, click the

down arrow and select “change search defaults.” When the
dialog box comes up, click on the link in the bottom left cor-
ner that says “find more providers.” Follow the instructions

in the yellow box on the right.

Set Goodsearch as your default search at home and work,
and please spread the word to your friends and family.
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THE PREDICAMENT OF
FERAL CATS

)
This feral male isn’t very happy right now, but he

will lead a better life once he’s been neutered
and vaccinated in the Forgotten Cats clinic.

The mission of Forgotten Cats is to
reduce the unwanted cat population
without killing and to stop the suffer-
ing of the thousands of kittens born to
abandoned, homeless cats. The term
“feral cat” is used to describe home-
less cats living in groups, or colonies.
Most of these colonies are the result
of un-sterilized domestic cats aban-
doned by irresponsible owners. The
offspring of these homeless domestic
cats are considered feral because
they live outside with minimal or no
human contact. The sad fact is that
most homeless kittens live desperate
lives of loneliness, fear, and starvation
until they eventually die. Those feral
cats lucky enough to beat the survival
odds are sometimes turned into ani-
mal control, only to be euthanized
because of overcrowding. Others con-
tinue to live outdoors, caught between
being domestic and wild.

As long as there is habitat and a food
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supply, these cats will be with us, liv-
ing in colonies near restaurant dump-
sters, around apartment complexes,
and in urban and suburban neighbor-
hoods. Feral colonies provide the
major service of rodent control, help-
ing to reduce the spread of disease.
Unfortunately, abandoned domestic
cats have few survival skills and are
prone to hardships caused by uncon-
trolled reproduction, hunger, iliness,
predators, and man-made hazards like
automobiles. They often become tar-
gets for animal cruelty because they
may still trust and approach hu-
mans. Unlike wildlife, the population
of feral cats continu-

ally increases as irre-
sponsible pet owners @“‘ K""‘ﬂ w
abandon more un- .
sterilized domestic

cats to start new colo- fabitat and o

nies. Owners who
food supply,

allow their unsteril-
ized pets to roam

P these cals wifl
be with us.”

outside add to the
feral population.

A female cat can

have 2-3 litters of kittens each year,
with up to 6 kittens in each litter.
Those kittens reach reproductive age
as early as 5 months. An unspayed,
abandoned female cat can turn into
twenty or more cats within a year.
Stray cats and feral kittens are often
rounded up by concerned people, but
in peak kitten season (May to Septem-
ber), the private no-kill shelters are
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full. Most are taken to SPCAs, which
accepts all surrendered animals.

In 2005 alone, more than 6,000 cats
and kittens (an average of 500 per
month) were euthanized at Delaware
shelters. A cat entering a Delaware
SPCA only has a 20% to 30% chance
of making it out alive. Most people
don’t know that the majority of kittens
brought into shelters were born to
feral or stray mothers. Those that are
not quickly adopted will be euthanized
to make room for the next batch com-
ing in the door. Rehoming organiza-
tions help save precious lives, but
adoption alone cannot address the
fundamental root of the problem.
Thousands of healthy cats will con-
tinue to be euthanized annually with-
out a significant reduction in the
breeding population, especially among
cats living outdoors. There will simply
never be enough homes for them all.

The predicament of feral cats and can
only be solved through sterilization
(spay/neuter) procedures. It is vital
that all cat owners have their animals
sterilized in order to cut the flow of
stray cats into feral colonies. Even if
every owned cat in Delaware was ster-
ilized, the population of feral cats
would continue to self-perpetuate until
existing feral population was sterilized.
Without intervention in the breeding
population of feral cats, the cycle of
birth, life and death continues.

To learn about “TNR: The Feral
Solution,” turn to page 5.

Success Stories

Monty was trapped in an

KNOW...

...that Forgotten Cats has over 300
volunteers, but no paid employees?

apartment complex parking

" | lot at five months old and hid

behind the toilet on his first
night inside (left).
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He was adopted by newlyweds
Rachel Mayrer and Jaco
Minnie of Newark. Monty now
enjoys sleeping on the bed
(right), playing with his cat
and Guinea pig brothers, and
following his mom around the
house.

Your donations go directly to help the cats.

The only people we pay are our two veterinarians,
who provide their services to our clinic at a
greatly-reduced rate.




Hello, friend! My name is
Jennifer and I'm between 1 and
2 years old. | was found in an
abandoned house in the city of
Wilmington. | was rescued with
my littermates. | have been
living with my foster for a few
months. | love to have free
roam of a house. | am very
friendly and love to rub on you
and be petted. But, | don't like
to be held. | would make a
good pet for a person of any
age. Please consider adopting

ARE’S

MOST WANTED

Hi! My name is Sadie and |
am about 1 year old. | was
rescued with my brother from
a colony of cats that had peo-
ple looking after them. I'm a
little shy at first until | get to
know you. But, | love to

play. I'm very lonely now that
my brother has been adopted.
Won't you please take me
home to be your friend for
life? Like all adoptable For-
gotten Cats, | am up to date
on my shots and have been

went to live

is not a fata

and believe

would be yo

rescued by staff at a doctor's office. | was given
needed medical attention, but the agency that
treated me would not keep me because | am FIV+. |

her lap, talks to me, and brushes me. She is not
afraid of FIV+ cats because we are not contagious; it

is passed on by a penetrating bite from a hostile cat,

and | am not at all aggressive. In fact FIV+ cats are,
for the most part, docile cats that were abandoned
and couldn't defend themselves on the streets. Hu-
mans cannot get FIV from cats. Please adopt me. |
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Hi there! My name
is Jade and lam a
handsome 3 year
old male Kitty, part
Abyssinian. My
owner abandoned
me on Silverside
Road, where | sur-
vived through the
winter before being

with my foster mom, who lets me sit in

| but a treatable condition. The FIV virus

me | am about as laid back as they get

ur best buddy for a long time.

If you’d like to round up one of these kitties (or simply learn more), please contact volunteer
Christine Giffin at giffinc@aol.com or (302) 588-4377. To view more of our adoptable Forgotten Cats, go
to our website at www.forgottencats.org, scroll to the bottom, and click on “Visit Petfinder.com.”

SAVING MICKEY

| have worked rescue for as long as
| can remember. | was on my way
to deliver rabies certificates to a
woman in Delaware City for some
cats | had trapped there. | was driv-
ing down a long stretch of road
running parallel to a large industrial
building, when my super-animal-
spotting eye noticed something in
the brush. Since | would never
leave an animal anywhere that
seemed to need help, | stopped to
see what it was.

What | saw would change my life in
terms of my desire to help animals
and my intolerance for people who
think it's OK to mistreat them.

| saw Mickey. He was a grey/brown
tabby with a bit of age to him. He
looked like he was beaten, cut,
limping... one leg was completely

de-gloved (which means that all of
the skin had been removed by
something - animal, car, not sure).
He had a gaping hole near his
upper leg and his ears were torn.
His face was covered in scabs and
dirt. He was extremely lethargic,
but he came right up to me with
complete trust, purring and happy.
| put him right in my car and
rushed home.

| tried to clean Mickey up to see
how bad his injuries were. His leg
was in severe need of attention
and he was limp. His hind legs
were skeletal and | wondered how
they even held him up. He ap-
peared to be blind in one eye. |
knew he had been a house cat at
some point because when | would
mess with something in the

By Cher Goodchild

Part |

kitchen alumi-
num foil,
etc), he had
immediate
interest and
would hobble
in to me. He
ate like he
had never
eaten before,
every time.

Mickey wears an M on his
forehead because he loves
his Mom so much.

| took him to

the Forgotten

Cats clinic on a Tuesday. No one could
believe he had survived out there and
the prognosis didn't look so good.
Mickey would probably need to have
his leg amputated and he appeared to
be about 13 years old.

(continued on page 6...)
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